MIDWEST VICTORIAN STUDIES ASSOCIATION
2014 Newsletter
Executive Board: Julie Codell, President; Christina
Bashford, Vice-President and incoming President;
Julie Melnyk, Treasurer; Alisa Clapp-Itnyre, Executive
Secretary; Emily Cody, Web Designer; Members:
Christopher Ferguson; Cynthia Huff; Charles
McGuire; and Mary-Catherine Harrison. Past
Presidents: Florence Boos, Thomas Prasch.
MVSA Statement:
Victorianists studying and working in the midwestern or southern United States will want to make a home in this
long-standing scholarly organization. At heart is its interdisciplinary focus, which guides its choice of officers, its conference
themes, and conference entertainment. Conferences are single-track to allow for a collegial exchange of ideas while conference
sites in the Midwest are chosen to be intimate, aesthetically pleasing, and of historical interest. Graduate students are
particularly welcome as attendees and presenters at MVSA conferences: conference fees are adjusted to make attendance more
affordable, MVSA annually awards the Bill and Mary Burgan Prize for an outstanding paper by a graduate student at the
conference, and the prestigious Arnstein Prize supports interdisciplinary dissertation research. News of our conferences and
other MVSA matters will be found on our website at http://www.midwestvictorian.org/

UPCOMING CONFERENCES:
2015: University of Iowa
2016: Oberlin College and Conservatory
Dates and themes to be announced!
Keep up using our website! Administered by talented graduate-student Emily Cody,
who works tirelessly to keep everything up-to-date and aesthetically pleasing, the
MVSA website features pages on the upcoming conference; archives of all past
conferences, newsletters, and photos; board-member profiles; a very complete list of
other Victorian organizations; and details of MVSA-sponsored prizes.

http://www.midwestvictorian.org

As I am stepping down as Executive Secretary this year after ten years (2004-2014), I
wanted to take this opportunity to thank MVSA. I joined MVSA as a graduate student in 1994
and it has enriched me greatly over the past 20 years. As secretary, I have enjoyed the
creativity in designing programs and newsletters, the correspondence with conference goers
over email and in person, and the many lifelong colleagues I have made in the field. I am
especially grateful to have worked under six MVSA presidents, all great scholars and very
kind people: Micael Clarke (we’re pictured here), James Sacks, Linda Hughes, Tom Prasch, Florence Boos, and Julie
Codell. Incredibly, Micael, Tom, Florence, and Julie Melnyk all wrote supporting letters for both my tenure and
promotion. Perhaps the highlight of MVSA, despite the amount of work, was hosting MVSA at my own institution,
Indiana University East, in April 2009. What a treat to show colleagues where I teach and the Victorian riches of
Richmond’s museums and homes. I step down but not away from MVSA!
Sincerely, Alisa Clapp-Itnyre
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We enjoyed some exceptional panels on “Religion and Secularism,”
George Eliot, Women Poets, “Alternate Beliefs,” “Missionaries and
Pilgrims,” and “Beyond Christianity.” We were also pleased to have as
our 2013 plenary speakers Timothy Larsen, McManis Professor of
Christian Thought at Wheaton College and author of Crises of Doubt:
Honest Faith in 19th-Century England (2006) and A People of One
Book: The Bible and the Victorians (2012); and Julie Melnyk of the
University of Missouri-Columbia, author of Women’s Theology in 19th-Century Britain
(1998) and Victorian Religion: Faith and Life in Britain (2008).
Walter Arnstein gave the 2013 Arnstein Award to
Erin Nerstad of the University of Chicago for "The
Lyric Varieties of Religious Experience: Four
Nineteenth-Century Poets” (not present). Winter
Jade Werner of Northwestern University was
awarded the 2013 Arnstein Award for Best
Dissertation, by Walter Arnstein himself. Michelle
Taylor, University of Iowa, was awarded the Burgan Award for the Best
Graduate Student Paper of the conference, for “God Spelled Backwards: Dog
as Divinity in Michael Field’s Whym Chow: Flame of Love.” This year we were pleased to have Keith
Welsh, who instigated the award to honor his former professors, hand-deliver the award.

Other conference highlights included a guided tour of
Exhibition of British Drawings, Cleveland Museum of Art
which included works by Blake, Rossetti, C. Rossetti,
Millais, Ruskin, and Frederick Sandys (pictured here).
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conference participants.

here, at The Noodle, are
and Kirsten Parkinson with

Finally, MVSA President Florence Boos organized a recorded interview with three
of MVSA’s founders, Nicholas Temperley, Lawrence Poston, and Walter Arnstein.
As President of MVSA, 2011-13, in fact, Florence Boos has been instrumental in
similar initiatives to preserve MVSA’s history and strengthen its current governance.
Florence has exhibited unfailing dedication to the organization over the years and
early support at its founding. During her presidency the last two years, she
instigated subcommittees, began archival collection of the organization’s history,
and initiated a new website. We thanked Florence for her service and welcomed
Julie Codell as president.
CONFERENCE VOLUME

Julie Melnyk and Alisa Clapp-Itnyre, co-editors, are pleased to announce
that a book drawn from the conference theme, “Perplext in Faith”:
Essays on Victorian Beliefs and Doubts, has been accepted for
publication by Cambridge Scholars. Accepted essays include: “’All the
strange facts’: Alfred Russel Wallace’s Spiritualism and Evolutionary
Thought” by Thomas Prasch; “Armageddon at Sebastopol: The Crimean
War, Biblical Prophecy, and Belief in the Mid-Victorian Britain” by Eric
Michael Reisenauer; “Reforming Society: Missionary Hymns and Bands
of Hope Hymns” by Alisa Clapp-Itnyre; “Faith and the Feminine in
Victorian Christianity” by Julie Melnyk; “Jewish Angel in the House:
Domesticity and Feminine Identity in Grace Aguilar’s The Women of
Israel” by Lindsay Dearinger; “’Public Acts of Faith and Devotion’:
Pilgrimages in late 19th century England and Scotland” by Katherine
Haldane Grenier; “Variations on the Grand Tour: Musical Empathy, Catholic Communion, and
Risorgimento Sympathy in the Travel Diaries of Lady Anne Noel Blunt” by Michelle Meinhart; “For Isis
and England: The Golden Dawn as a Social Network” by Sharon E. Cogdill; “Dickens’s The Life of Our
Lord And The Problem of Jesus” by Jessica Hughes; “Wrestling with their Father’s Faith: Charlotte,
Emily, and Anne Respond to Patrick Brontë’s Christianity” by Christine A. Colón; and “Mode of Belief
or Evidence of Doubt? George Eliot and the ‘Religion of Favourable Chance’” by Robert C. Koepp.

